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Among the oldest bedrock formations in New England, the cliffs at St. Johns Ledges in Kent, Connecticut, drop steeply to the 
Housatonic River Valley below. Formerly owned by the Conservancy, St. Johns Ledges was conveyed to the National Park Service 
in 1984 to become part of the Appalachian Trail corridor. 


The Nature Conservancy 5 ? 
Connecticut Chapter Non Profit Org. YOUR IMMORTALITY . 
55 High Street US Postage “ . te r 

Middletown, Connecticut 06457-3788 PAID You can't take it with you,” they say. 


Tel. (203) 344-0716 se Some of us may be planning to try! But the realists among 


us recognize that most people, when they go to that Great 
Preserve in the Sky, will leave behind some hard-earned or 
carefully-managed assets which they will never again be 
able to control. 
What a bummer! But a fact of life we're all stuck with, 
nough we don't want to think about it. 
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— over and over again. 
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THE NATURE CONSERVANCY AT WORK 
Nationally 
Total Projects 5,442 
Total Acres Saved 2,633,486 


Tracts Registered 829 
Tradeland Tracts Received 319 
Members 290,352 
Corporate Associates 426 


F 1 ee National Office: 1800 North Kent St., Arlington, Virginia 22209 
1gB6 


When a Land Preservation Fund (LPF) is used to acquire 
a preserve (several funds may be used for a large project), 
the Conservancy then conducts a local fundraising cam- 
paign to replenish the LPF so that it may be used again. In 
other words, the LPF is a “revolving fund.” These funds are 
of critical importance to the Conservancy because they 
constitute our “war chest" of immediately available money 
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to take advantage of land acquisition opportunities. A fund's 
unspent balance while “on standby” earns interest that sup- 
ports Chapter operations. 

You can establish your LPF by outright donation, by a 
three-year pledge, or through your will. Best, of course, is 
to start now, so you can enjoy watching your money work 
to acquire properties you can actually go and walk on! 

To start your LPF requires a minimum contribution of 
$100,000. The satisfaction derived from creating an LPF 
must be similar to building a library at your college or a wing 
at the hospital— for those who can afford it. But an LPF is 
unique. It preserves our living landscapes for generations 
to come. And it may outlast bricks and mortar (unless you're 
planning to build a Pyramid). 

lf you'd like to know more, please contact Les Corey or 
me at Chapter headquarters in Middletown. Your inquiry will 
be treated in full confidence. This could be one of the most 
enjoyable and rewarding things you've ever done. 
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Catherine L. McCarthy (left) of Newton has donated 49.5 acres on the 
Housatonic River, which will protect a popular winter roosting site for bald 


eagles. On the right is Beth Lapin, Connecticut Chapter Director of Sci- 
ence and Stewardship. 


EAGLE SITE DONATED 


The Chapter has received a most generous gift from 
Catherine L. McCarthy of Newtown. In September Mrs. 
McCarthy gave The Nature Conservancy 49.5 acres near 
Shepaug Dam. This heavily forested site with nearly 1,000 
feet of frontage on the Housatonic River below the dam is 
a popular winter roosting site for the bald eagles that feed 
in the ice free waters below the dam. 

The Conservancy has had a long interest in the protec- 
tion of eagles at Shepaug Dam. Last winter, the Chapter 
participated in a cooperative effort with Northeast Utilities, 
owner of Shepaug Dam and the Connecticut Department 
of Environmental Protection to monitor the feeding habits of 
the eagles in the area. We also began contacting land own- 
ers in an effort to increase the protected area around the 
dam itself. 

In our meeting with Mrs. McCarthy, this remarkable 93 
year-old woman took an afternoon off from her full time vol- 


Carolyn Evans 


unteer job as Director of Social Services in Southbury t 
point out the boundaries and other interesting features c 
the property. 

Mrs. McCarthy has made a magnificent contribution t 
the Conservancy and to all of Connecticut. It has been he 
long-standing wish to see this property protected and we 
are delighted that this desire has been met. Her gift is ¢ 
significant contribution to our ongoing efforts to ensure the 
return of bald eagles to Connecticut. 


ELOISE B. FAIRHURST BEQUEST 
SUPPORTS LAND PROTECTION 


The Connecticut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy is 
the recipient of a very generous bequest from the estate of 
Eloise B. Fairhurst of Redding, Connecticut. Eloise Fairhurst 
had a life-long interest in conservation and in her estate di- 
rected that this bequest be used to preserve wildlife habi- 
tat here in Connecticut. 

Her substantial gift has been added to the Land Protec- 
tion Fund of the Connecticut Chapter where it will enhance 
our ability to preserve Connecticut's prime natural areas. In 
this way, Eloise Fairhurst’s vision of preserving critical wild 
lands will live on perpetually through her estate gift. We are 
indeed honored by her selection of the Connecticut Chap- 
ter of The Nature Conservancy for her bequest. 

Bequests to The Nature Conservancy provide a critical 
source of funds for the long-range success of the Conser- 
vancy's land preservation program. Bequests directed for 
specific use in Connecticut benefit our Chapter’s land pres- 
ervation efforts. You may even decide to establish a special 
Land Preservation Fund as a memorial to yourself or any- 
one you so choose (refer to “Immortality” article on page 
one). Further information on bequests or other forms of 
planned giving may be obtained by contacting the Chap- 
ter's Executive Director, Les Corey. Inquiries, as always, are 
held in strict confidence. 


TAX REFORM MAKES 1986 
THE YEAR FOR GIFTS 


There's alot we don’t know yet about the new income tax 
law; but one thing seems certain: gifts made in 1986 will 
derive more tax benefits than those made in 1987 or sub- 
sequent years. 

With top personal income tax rates going down from 50% 
(now) to 28% (in 1987 and beyond) there is more to be 
gained by giving now. If you have been thinking about mak- 
ing a gift of land, securities, personal property, or cash — 
now is the time. 

The new law is not that simple, and we urge all our mem- 
bers to consult their tax advisers on the fine points; but 
again, by almost any interpretation, 1986 is the best time 
to give. 

At the Connecticut Chapter, we are already receiving 
many inquiries from donors, and we're busy with land cases 
arising from tax law changes. So we urge anyone wishing 
to make a gift this year, or wanting to consult us about it, 
to call promptly (either Les Corey or Carolyn Evans in the 
Chapter office, 344-0716). The end of the year approacheth! 
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BUCKLEY PRAISES CONSERVANCY, ENCOURAGES GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 


Speaking at the Connecticut Chapter annual meeting 
September 13, at White Flower Farm in Litchfield, Federal 
Judge James L. Buckley congratulated the Conservancy 
and the Connecticut Chapter for “effectively harnessing pri- 
vate energy and individual and corporate philanthropy” in 
support of natural diversity. 

Judge Buckley, now a member of the U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, is a Sharon 
native and a former U.S. Senator from New York. He has 
also been a major and eloquent spokesman in the fight to 
save the snail darter, threatened by the Tellico Dam project 
in Tennessee. 


James L. Buckley addresses the Connecticut Chapter annual meeting 
September 13, 1986, in Litchfield. 


Noting that the Conservancy is his favorite organization, 
Buckley, a Life Member, cited three important reasons: 
“... the critical importance of its goals; . . . the intelligence, 
imagination, and effectiveness with which it has pursued 
them; ... and the uniquely American phenomenon of pri- 
vate, voluntary action of the kind that has earned (Connect- 
icut) The Nature Conservancy's Outstanding Chapter 
Award.” He congratulated the Chapter for its preservation 
of 16,000 acres representing almost every type of ecosys- 
tem in the state. 

He cautioned, however, that conservationists also must 
think in global terms, that “assuring the preservation of a 
representative inventory of our woods, fields, swamps and 
beaches is no guarantee that we may not yet face the pros- 
pect of a silent spring.” He said, “Fully half the species of 
birds that nest in Connecticut spend six months or more in 
tropical America where the native habitat is being de- 
stroyed at a fearsome rate.” 

Buckley commended the Conservancy for taking up the 
challenge, noting that it has programs in operation or on 
the drawing board in 13 countries and in Central and South 


America; and that it has in the works an ambitious four-year 
strategic plan designed to bring its international and do- 
mestic programs into parity. 

“Thus,” he said, “the Conservancy will be bringing its 
unique experience and methodology to bear in what is the 
most important global conservation challenge facing us 
during the remaining years of this century.” 

Buckley urged that the Conservancy broaden its educa- 
tional efforts on the importance of protecting biological re- 
sources. On this he said, we “need to impress upon the 
public consciousness that extinction is an act of awesome 
finality.” 

He added that “this century has witnessed over half the 
extinctions of animal species known to have occurred in re- 
corded history; and, largely because of the vast scale on 
which tropical rain forests are now being destroyed, it is 
estimated that by the year 2000 upwards of a million addi- 
tional species — about 20 percent of those now in exist- 
ence — may become extinct. Yet on this threatened 
biological diversity depends in significant degree the fun- 
damental support system on which man and other living 
things depend.” 

He said, “Given the rate at which plant and animal spe- 
cies are now disappearing, and given the irreversibility of 
extinction, there can be no more urgent task than to move 
now to protect the vast biological resources that still 
survive.” 

A significant portion of the biological resources currently 
needing the most urgent protection are found in underde- 
veloped nations that do not have the means to do the job 
alone. However, he said, “By sharing its experience and 
teaching others its methodology, The Nature Conservancy 
can make an invaluable contribution in helping encourage 
other nations to save their own biological inheritance. 

“They will come to see that the environmentally respon- 
sible management of resources is still the surest road to 
economic progress.” Buckley said, “Our biological knowl- 
edge is still so pitifully small that it is less than likely that 
science can immediately identify the potential worth of any 
given species,” yet, he asked, “What value would (practical 
men) have placed on the cowpox virus before Jenner, or on 
penicillium molds before Fleming. . . ?” 

He said, however, it is a “larger vision which lends the 
Conservancy’s work its special significance. It recognizes 
values, be they ethical or aesthetic, that transcend the 
purely practical and admit to awe in the face of the diversity 
of creation.” 

Addressing the 400 people at the meeting, Buckley con- 
cluded, “Thanks to the work and the example of The Nature 
Conservancy, we may yet prove ourselves better custodi- 
ans than any of us had the right to believe just a few short 
years ago; and for this, we all owe you our profoundest 
gratitude.” 


If you would like a free copy of Judge Buckley's complete 
speech, please send a request along with a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope to the Connecticut Chapter office. 
Postage is 22 cents. 


The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to find, 
acquire, and manage lands that support outstand- 
ing examples of the species and ecosystems that 
make up our natural world. 
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1986 ANNUAL MEETING 


Blessed with glorious weather, nearly 400 members gath- 
ered under a huge yellow-and-white tent at White Flower 
Farm in Litchfield on Saturday, September 13 for the Con- 
necticut Chapter's 26th annual meeting. 

Chapter Chairman Alex Gardner welcomed the assem- 
blage and highlighted the twofold theme of the meeting: 
the celebration of the successful completion of the $3.1 mil- 
lion Connecticut Critical Areas Program and the Conservan- 
cy’s land protection activity in Litchfield County. 

Chairman Gardner also introduced Leslie N. Corey, ur., 
as the Chapter's new Executive Director, who spoke briefly 
on his hopes and plans for the continued success of the 
Chapter in the preservation of our state's biological diversity. 


Financial Report 


Treasurer John Blum presented the 1985-86 financial re- 
port, noting that as of December 31, 1985, the total funds 
in accounts managed by the Connecticut Chapter equalled 
$2,432,727. He said that of that amount, $262,825 is unre- 
stricted. The balance of $2,169,902 is in various restricted 
accounts including land protection projects, stewardship 
endowments, and ongoing Chapter programs. He said the 
Chapter is in excellent financial health, and that by June 30, 
1986, total funds managed by the Connecticut Chapter grew 
to $3,417,908. He added that for any member who is inter- 
ested in reviewing the Connecticut Chapter accounts, they 
are available for inspection at our Middletown office. 


In his land acquisition report, Trustee Peter Cooper told the 400 annual 
meeting guests that the Connecticut Chapter completed 23 protection 
projects last year, an all-time high for the Chapter. 


Land Acquisition Report 


Trustee Peter Cooper summarized the Chapter's recent 
land protection activity, noting that it reached an all-time 
high in 1985. By year's end we had completed a total of 23 
land protection projects, the largest one-year total in the 
Chapter's history. Altogether over 900 acres were saved 
having a fair-market value of well over $2,000,000. A variety 
of protection techniques were used including fee acquisi- 
tion, government cooperative projects, easements, assists, 
and pass-throughs. In addition, 28 sites totalling 384 acres 
were registered in 1985. In early 1986, we completed the 
purchase of Milford Point, the critical fourth and final parcel 
of the Connecticut Coastal National Wildlife Refuge. A man- 
agement agreement has also been reached with Northeast 
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Utilities for the protection of critical bald eagle habitat at 
Shepaug Dam. And 21 registry projects have been com- 
pleted, totalling 199 acres voluntarily protected so far this 
year. Cooper added that over 200 threatened sites cur- 
rently remain on our priority list and are in need of protection. 


Nominating Committee Report 


Peter Cooper gave the nominating committee report. Re- 
elected as officers to serve a one-year term were Alexander 
Gardner, Chairman, and Peter Neill, Vice-Chairman. Elected 
as Treasurer and Secretary respectively were Austin D. 
Barney, Il, and Mrs. S. Bruce (Edith) Smart. Elected for three- 
year terms to the Board were Peter Rich of South Windham, 
Robert M. Schneider of Lyme, and Mrs. Jeffrey (Doris) Walker 
of Lakeville. Reelected to serve a second three-year term 
was Mrs. Edward S. (Ann) Elliman. Retiring Board of Trust- 
ees members Peter Cooper, John Blum, and Tom Siccama 
were thanked for their many contributions and longtime 
service. 

Following a picnic lunch, ceremonies resumed. Federal 
Judge James L. Buckley spoke on “Conserving our Biologi- 
cal Legacy.” Excerpts from his speech are reported in the 
article on page three. 


Awards 


Certificates of Special Recognition were presented to 
State Senators James H. McLaughlin and Eric R. Benson 


In recognition of their significant roles in the passage of the Recreation 
and Natural Heritage Trust Program legislation earlier this year, the Con- 
servancy presented awards to five state legislators (see adjacent article). 
Top photo: Chapter Chairman Alexander Gardner (left) presents a pho- 
tograph and a Certificate of Special Recognition to Representative T. J. 
Casey. Bottom photo: Senator James H. McLaughlin receives a photo of 
a piping plover (threatened in Connecticut) from Dorothy McCluskey of 
the Conservancy. 
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The Chapter's 26th annual meeting was, among other things, a reunion 
of former staff and trustees. Present were all but one of the executive 
directors of the Chapter since its incorporation. In the top photo, Chair- 
man Alex Gardner (left) confers with Leslie Corey, the current executive 
director, and Charles Scott, director from 1973 to 1977. In the bottom 
photo, the Chapter’s first chief executive, Charles Clark, receives an award 
from Chairman Gardner and Carolie Evans, Chapter Director of Land 
Protection. 


and to State Representatives T. J. Casey, Edward C. 
Krawiecki, Jr., and John J. Tiffany, Il, for their leadership and 
successful efforts to secure passage of the Recreation and 
Natural Heritage Trust Program legislation — Connecticut's 
first major natural lands preservation law. 

Certificates of Special Recognition were also presented 
to Martha Briscoe, one of the donors of Beeslick Pond pre- 
serve in Lakeville; to Charles A. Clark, the Chapter’s first 
full-time chief executive; to Mary Alice White for her signifi- 
cant efforts in the protection of the Moore Brook watershed: 
and to James L. Buckley, eloquent spokesman for the pres- 
ervation of natural diversity. 

White Oak Awards were presented to the Rock Spring 
Stewardship Committee and to volunteer Betsy Potts. The 
White Oak Award, established in 1974 by the Connecticut 
Chapter, has been given to outstanding non-trustee volun- 
teers who have served the Connecticut Chapter. 


Hikes, Tours 


The meeting concluded with various guided tours. White 
Flower Farm garden tours were led by Horticulturist David 
Smith (from a wheelchair!) and Store Manager Susan Kiesel. 
Hikes up and over Prospect Mt., a Conservancy project now 
owned and managed by the Litchfield Land Trust, were led 
by botanist John McNeeley and former Land Trust Presi- 
dent Graham Thompson. Litchfield Historical Society tours 
were also arranged by Mrs. Graham Thompson and led by 
Society volunteers. 

In recognition of all our members and friends who have 
turned the Connecticut Chapter's far-reaching goals into 
reality, this was a day to celebrate! 
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CAROLYN EVANS NAMED CACIWC 
“CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR’ 


At their annual meeting on October 23, the Connecticut 
Association of Conservation and Inland Wetlands Commis- 
sions (CACIWC) presented Carolyn K. Evans with the “1986 
Conservationist of the Year Award,” in recognition of her 
achievements in conservation on both the state and local 
levels. Carolie is Director of Land Protection for the Con- 
necticut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy (TNC). 

In announcing the award, Nancy Kriz, President of 
CACIWC, said of Carolie: “Your contributions towards con- 
serving the natural resources of Connecticut have been 
outstanding. ... The Board wishes to congratulate you on 
your years of service in helping to maintain and improve 
environmental quality in Connecticut.” 

Before joining the TNC staff in 1984, Carolie served in 
numerous volunteer conservation positions, including 
Chairman of the Guilford Conservation Commission, Presi- 
dent of the Guilford Land Conservation Trust, President of 
Guilford Recycling, Inc., and a member of the Connecticut 
Land Trust Service Bureau Advisory Committee. 


DOUBLE YOUR DOLLARS! 


That's right . . . you can literally double the dollar value of 
your gift to The Nature Conservancy. If you work for one of 
the companies listed below, your employer (or its founda- 
tion) will match your contribution to the Conservancy. Your 
gift will then go twice as far to save critical natural habitat. 

To make your match, simply obtain a form from your 
Matching Gift Coordinator (usually in the personnel or com- 
munity relations department) and send it along with your 
gift. It's as easy as it sounds, so make your dollars double 
by taking advantage of your company’s Matching Gift Pro- 


gram today. 

AMF, Inc. Millipore Corporation 

Allied-Signal Mobil Oil Corporation 

American Express Company Monsanto Fund 

Ameritech Montgomery Ward 

Atlantic Richfield Foundation Morgan Guaranty Trust Company of New York 
Avon Products Foundation, Inc. Murphy Oil 


Bankers Trust Company 

Beatrice Companies, Inc. 

Best Products Foundation 

Boston Safe Deposit & Trust Company 
Brown Group, Inc. 

Chemical Bank 

CIGNA Corporation 

Coca-Cola Company 

Cooper Industries Foundation 

CPC International 

Cray Research, Inc. 

Dart & Kraft Foundation 

DeLuxe Check Printers 

Digital Equipment Corporation 

Emhart Corporation 

Equitable Life Assurance Society of the U.S. 
Field Publications 

GATX Corporation 

The General Electric Foundation 

Gen Rad 

Gilman Paper Company 

Gulf & Western Foundation 

Household International 

John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company 
Illinois Tool Works 

IBM Corporation 

IU International 

International Data Group 

International Minerals & Chemical Corporation 
Investors Diversified Services, Inc. 
Jewel Foundation 

Johnson & Higgins 

Johnson & Johnson 

Kemper Group 

Kimberly-Clark Foundation, Inc. 
Koppers Company, Inc. 

McGraw-Hill Foundation, Inc. 


Mutual of America 

New England Business Service, Inc. 
Newsweek 

Olin Corporation 

PPG Industries Foundation 

Pella Rolscreen Foundation 

The Penn Central Corporation 
PepsiCo 

Pfizer, Inc. 

Phelps Dodge Foundation 
Philadelphia Savings Fund Society 
Philip Morris Incorporated 

Pitney Bowes 

Playboy Enterprises, Inc. 
Property Capital Trust 

The Quaker Chemical Foundation 
Arthur D. Raybin Associates, Inc. 
Rexnord Foundation, Inc. 
Rockefeller Center, Inc. 

Rolm Corporation 

Safeco Insurance Companies 

St. Paul Companies 

Santa Fe Industries Foundation* 
Sara Lee Foundation 

Scott Paper Company 

Joseph E. Seagram & Sons 
Seven Islands Land Company 
Squibb Corporation 

The Stroh Foundation 

The Standard Oil Company (Ohio) 
Tandy Corporation/Radio Shack 
Times Mirror 

Toro Company 

Transamerica Corporation 

UFE, Inc. 

The UPS Foundation 

Union Pacific Corporation 

The Washington Post Company 


Carolyn Evans, Director of Land Protection for the Connecticut Chapter 
(left), presents a photograph of ferruginous hawks to Maxine R. Dean, 
Assistant Vice President of Connecticut National Bank, in recognition of 
the company’s recent Corporate Associate contribution. 


CONNECTICUT NATIONAL BANK 
JOINS AS CORPORATE ASSOCIATE 


Chapter Chairman Alexander Gardner recently an- 
nounced that Connecticut National Bank has become a 
Corporate Associate of The Nature Conservancy. 

Connecticut National Bank, which has been doing busi- 
ness in Connecticut since 1792, became a Corporate As- 
sociate in recognition of the Connecticut Chapter’s 
outstanding record of land conservation. With over 150 
branches throughout the state, Connecticut National Bank 
is an active participant in civic and community organiza- 
tions that benefit Connecticut citizens and the environment. 

“Connecticut National Bank is a leading financial institu- 
tion in the nutmeg state and we are pleased to have their 
endorsement and support,” commented Alex Gardner. “We 
offer our sincere thanks to Connecticut National Bank and 
the numerous other Corporate Associates who contribute 
$1,000 or more annually to The Nature Conservancy.” 


On June 10, 1986, Governor William O'Neill signed into law an Act Estab- 
lishing a Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program. Strongly sup- 
ported by The Nature Conservancy (TNC), this legislation represents the 
first public/private partnership for land acquisition in New England and 
Provides $2 million for that purpose. Present at the signing were W. Kent 
Olson, formerly of TNC; Alexander S. Gardner, TNC; Joey Corcoran, Con- 
necticut Audubon Society; Kar! Wagener, Council on Environmental Qual- 
ity; Dorothy McCluskey, TNC; Carolyn Evans, TNC; David Warren, TNC; 
Governor O'Neill; John Hibbard, Connecticut Forest and Parks Assoc.; 
Sarah Faulkner, Appalachian Mt. Club; Suzanne C. Wilkins, Farmington 
River Watershed Council; Ralph Goodno, Housatonic Valley Assoc.; State 
Senator Cornelius O'Leary; Denise Schlener, CT River Watershed Coun- 
cil; and Tom Gaffy, DEP. 
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WINTER FIELD TRIP 


Saturday, January 17, 1987: Cross-country skiing, 
Bellamy Preserve, Bethlehem, and Flanders Nature Cen- 
ter, Woodbury, CT. 

Join Trustee Gene Billings for a tour of two interesting 
areas. The Bellamy Preserve, leased to The Nature Conser- 
vancy by Miss Carolyn Ferriday and managed by the Beth- 
lehem Land Trust, is about 90 acres, with both park-like and 
natural areas. A number of bluebird boxes have been put 
in, with some success. There are several areas where dis- 
eased red pines were cut and the results will be quite visi- 
ble on this trip. 

The group will meet at 10:00 a.m. at the Bellamy Pre- 
serve and go to the Flanders Nature Center in the after- 
noon. Please bring a bag lunch which will be eaten at the 
trail house at the Nature Center. 

If there is insufficient snow, the group will hike the route. 
In case of inclement weather, call Gene between 8:00-9:00 
a.m. on the day of the trip at 542-5177. 

Beginners welcome! Please let Gene know if you are 
coming by writing him at: Sunset Ridge Road, Norfolk, CT 
06058. 

Directions to Bellamy Preserve: From the intersection of 
Rts. 61 and 132, turn west. Go about 200 feet, turn right 
and go about 300 feet. Small parking lot for preserve is 
on right. 


WHAT HAPPENS 
TO MY CONTRIBUTION? 


The Nature Conservancy maintains a number of different 
funds and makes a number of funding appeals. This can be 
confusing, but it has the advantage of permitting donors to 
have a great deal to say about exactly how their contribu- 
tions are used. The following is a summary of major funds 
and fund policies as they affect Connecticut Chapter 
members: 

MEMBERSHIP DUES: Split 50-50 between National 
programs and Connecticut programs. 

ACORN GIFTS AND CONNECTICUT SPRING AND 
FALL APPEALS: Support Connecticut programs 
exclusively. 

PROJECT CONTRIBUTIONS: Used to cover the direct 
costs of acquisition and future costs of protection of the 
natural area project designated by the donor. 

GENERAL FUND CONTRIBUTIONS: Support National 
programs, including varying amounts of support for state 
programs. 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS: At the donor’s 
choice, can be placed in National Endowment Fund, Na- 
tional Revolving Land Preservation Fund, or Connecticut 
Land Preservation Fund. 

SCIENCE AND STEWARDSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Support Connecticut Programs for preserve management, 
research, and rare species and community protection. 

REGISTRY AND LAND TRUST SERVICE BUREAU: At 
the donor’s request, a gift can be allocated to ongoing Con- 
necticut programs, such as Registry or Land Trust Service 
Bureau. 


REMNANT PRAIRIE IS REGISTERED 


It was a surprise to State biologists when Bob Moeller 
reported he had discovered a small prairie in Connecticut. 
The location of this remnant prairie is even more surprising 
— roughly two acres located between the practice tee and 
the ninth fairway of the Sharon Country Club. 

The species found here are representative of those found 
on the prairies of the midwest, little blue stem and big blue 
stem grasses, black-eyed susans, bee-balm and various as- 
ters just to name a few of the most obvious plants. The 
untouched area has a thin layer of soil on a south facing 
slope at a fairly high elevation. 

John Lynch, president of the Board of Governors of the 
Sharon Country Club was pleased to register the area with 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC). By registering the site, the 
Club has agreed to maintain the area as it is, notify TNC of 
any threats (ie. development), and to notify TNC of any in- 
tent to sell or transfer ownership. Hats off to the Sharon 
Country Club for becoming the 60th tract registered with 
TNC since the inception of the program nearly two years ago. 


MILFORD 


LONG TSLAWD SOLWD 


MILFORD POINT UPDATE: The Connecticut conservation community and 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) worked for over seven years to protect 
the westernmost section of Milford Point. Recently, several TNC mem- 
bers have expressed confusion over our involvement in the preservation 
and management of lands at Milford Point. We hope this illustration will 
help clarify our involvement. Parcel #1 is the ten acres preserved from 
development by TNC for the Connecticut Coastal National Wildlife Ref- 
uge. This preserve is being leased to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
for management. Parcel #2 is the 8.2-acre George T. Smith and Sarah E. 
Hubbell Bird Sanctuary established in 1938 as a wildlife refuge by the 
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection. This property had 
been leased since 1968 to the New Haven Bird Club and was recently 
leased to the Connecticut Audubon Society to establish an education 
and research facility there. TNC has no connection with this property. 


GATEWAY BUYS 
SALMON RIVER ACREAGE 


The Connecticut River Gateway Commission recently an- 
nounced a purchase of 35 acres on Salmon River Cove in 
East Haddam. Todd Gelston, an East Haddam delegate to 
the Gateway panel and the chairman of its acquisition com- 
mittee is to be congratulated for protecting this unique 
property. 

The 35-acre parcel which includes part of Mt. Tom is an 

is rail Se exceptional natural area with noteworthy historical value. A 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) presented a plaque to the City of West healthy population of a rare aquatic plant, golden club, is 


Haven for registering its beach at Sandy Point. The beach is a haven for P . 
the State's largest colony of least terns and several pairs of piping plov- found along the shore line of the recently acquired parcel. 


Richard E. Bergen 


ee ft 


ers. Those attending were: Ray Schwartz (Peabody Museum), Beth P. It is said that the moaning noises that emanate from Mt. 

Lapin and Carolyn K. Evans (TNC), Mayor Azelio M. Guerra (West Haven), Tom gave Moodus its name. Since the property is located 

Fred Sibley (Peabody Museum), Barbara Barry (Parks and Recreation, within the gateway zone, the Gateway Commission was en- 
West Haven), Ralph Paolillo (Community Development, West Haven). couraged to play an active role in protecting this parcel. 

The Conservancy congratulates the Gateway Commis- 

WEST HAVEN BEACH PROTECTED sion for a most important acquisition. Another piece of the 


Connecticut River watershed is now protected. 


Cooperative efforts involving federal agencies, town offi- 
cials, private corporations, museum researchers, and Na- 
ture Conservancy (TNC) staff have afforded protection to 
Sandy Point, West Haven's mile-long beach which is home 
to piping plovers and least terns. 

Activities begun least year to install an off-road vehicle 
barrier finally culminated early this summer with the place- 
ment of boulders, donated by Stony Creek Granite Corpo- 
ration. Under guidance provided by Julie Zickefoose (TNC 
contractor) and Paul Bauer (City of West Haven), the Na- 
tional Guard placed a dozen rocks to block the entrance of 
the spit to vehicles, while still allowing pedestrian access. 

With the presence of the rocks and the surveillance by 
TNC volunteers, the terns and plovers had a banner year. 
Researcher Fred Sibley and assistant Ray Schwartz coor- 
dinated efforts with Dennis Varza, DEP tern/plover worker 
(funded by TNC) to conduct a census there. Year-end re- 
sults indicate that 850 least tern pairs fledged 600 young, 
while four piping plover pairs fledged nine young. These are 
the largest concentrations of both species in the state. 

On July 25, Carolie Evans presented Mayor Azelio Guerra 
with a plaque to register Sandy Point as a state natural area. 
Recognizing West Haven's voluntary commitment to pre- ax 
serve and protect the area to the best of their abilities. 


Help the Connecticut Nature Conservancy 
Gift a gift membership to a friend this Christmas 


Please enroll my friend as a member of The Nature Conservancy Connecticut Chapter in the following category: 


O $100 Guarantor QO $50 Supporting O $25 Family O $15 Subscribing QO $10 Introductory 
To From 
Address Address 


Ci aS as SS eae Zip OU ae ae eet Sits 


Please send this completed form with your check made payable to The Nature Conservancy Connecticut Chapter, 55 High 
Street, Middletown, CT 06457-3788. Dues include membership in the national organization, a subscription to The Nature Con- 
servancy News quarterly magazine, and From the Land, the Connecticut Chapter quarterly newsletter. (Contributions are tax 
deductible.) Allow at least two weeks for processing. 
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